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Returning Veterans Become  

Students at BSC 
 

Patricia Connolly, Coordinator of Disability Resources 
 

Many veterans of the Iraq war are returning to col-

lege campuses to begin post secondary education 

or to resume their education interrupted by military 

service. Bridgewater State College has approxi-

mately 175 veterans enrolled. We are featuring two 

of these veterans, both of whom are receiving ser-

vices through the Disability Resources Office. 

  

Ayman Kafel joined the National Guard in 2002 

and served as a military police officer in Iraq in 

2005. While serving in Iraq, Ayman sustained a 

head injury. He returned to Bridgewater State Col-

lege in Spring 2009 to continue his education to 

complete a Bachelors degree in Psychology. 

  

Ayman is a native of Lebanon and is fluent in Ara-

bic. He was able to use his fluency in Arabic and 

experience in Islamic background to communicate 

with Iraqi villagers. Ayman was recently featured 

in an article in the LA Times, Local of November 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Brandon Drake was a member of BSC’s class of 

2008. He graduated with a BS in Operations Man-

agement. Brandon is in his second year of the 

Masters of Management with Technology Con-

centration and assists the DRO office with adap-

tive technology needs. His professional interest is 

to continue working in the assistive technology 

field. 
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The Challenger is published twice a year through the 

Disability Resources Office (DRO). 

Samuel Gardner graduated from Westfield State 

College with a BS in Movement Science in 2008. 

Sam’s professional interest is to become a 

Strength and Conditioning coach at the Division 

1 collegiate or professional level. Sam is cur-

rently in BSC’s Physical Education, Strength and 

Conditioning Masters Program. Samuel assists 

with student mentoring and office support. 
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12, 2009,   “Service members bridge gap between the 

Iraqi culture and military,” where veterans describe 

their experiences in communicating with Iraqi citi-

zens. You can also read more about Ayman and his 

experiences in an article he wrote for the Association 

of Patriotic Arab Americans in the Military, titled 

“Arab Americans’ Contributions Helping to Win the 

Peace and the Trust in Iraq.” 

  

In addition to his studies this semester, Ayman was 

selected as a member of the MBTA Transit Police to 

provide security services for the G20 summit held in 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in October. Most recently, 

Ayman was also interviewed by CNN.com regarding 

the war in Afghanistan. You can watch his 11/24/09 

video clip on www.cnn.com. 

 

Gregory Reynolds entered military service immedi-

ately after graduating from high school. He was sent 

to Iraq and was there during the invasion. Gregory 

was back home when, on June 22, 2008, he sustained 

a traumatic brain injury and amputation of the left 

arm  in a motor vehicle accident. He underwent nu-

merous surgeries and extensive rehabilitation, which 

involved learning to walk and talk again. By Novem-

ber of 2008, he was determined to return to college 

and contacted the Disability Resources Office for 

assistance with the process. Gregory enrolled in 

courses at BSC in the spring of 2009 towards com-

pleting a Criminal Justice degree . You can see Greg-

ory and hear about his experiences at BSC Newslog 

on November 10. He was highlighted in the Newslog 

in commemoration of Veterans Day, 2009. 

 

Gregory has continued to physically challenge him-

self since his discharge from the hospital on Septem-

ber 28, 2008. He was selected by the Department of 

Veterans Affairs to participate in the Winter Sports 

Clinic at Mt. Sunapee in January 2009 as well as the 

Summer Sports Clinic in San Diego in September 

2009. You can see Gregory demonstrating his newly 

learned surfboarding skills online at on YouTube -

National Veterans Summer Sports Clinic. This past 

summer Gregory was also selected to participate in 

an upper extremity technology research study 

through the VA .  He spent 6 weeks this past summer 

in Manhattan for the DEKA research study develop-

ment of a robotic arm prosthesis. (See massde-

vice.com for story). 

(Continued from page 1) Gregory was close to completing his degree at 

the time of his accident and was wary about 

returning. He feels that his return to college, 

and the support of Disability Resources, has 

helped him a great deal with his brain injury. 

He is now looking forward to his graduation in 

January 2010 and exploring new opportunities 

for himself. 

  

We are proud of these two fine young men 

who served our country and who returned to 

become valuable members of the BSC commu-

nity.  

SAAC News 

  

Students Accepting a Challenge (SAAC) is a 

student run group for those interested in issues 

related to disabilities. The group elected offi-

cers for the 2009-2010 in September. The offi-

cers are: Gary Lowell, President; Jessica Car-

roll, Treasurer; Katie Rouse, Secretary 

  

Group members have been meeting this semes-

ter on Tuesdays in the Catholic Center to dis-

cuss programming for the academic year. 

SAAC sponsored a reunion for students who 

attended the Pre-College Workshop this year 

on Thursday, October 15. Many PCW students 

attended the reunion and refreshments were 

provided by the SAAC. 

  

SAAC sponsored a team for Bridgewater State 

College’s Relay for Life in March of 2009. 

Our SAAC team was the fifth highest fundrais-

ing group from BSC. The team participated in 

the overnight event held at the Tinsley Center. 

The group members decided to participate 

again and will be sponsoring a team at the Re-

lay for Life on March 26, 2010. 

  

Activities for 2010 also include co-sponsoring 

a presentation by a guest speaker in February 

with the Student Diversity Council. The pres-

entation will focus on raising awareness of 

disability challenges. 

  

SAAC welcomes new members at any time. 

Members only need to have an interest in dis-

ability issues and are not required to identify  
 

http://www.cnn.com/
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October 14th and 20 - Pam along with Dr. 

David Almeida of the Special Education 

and Communication Disorders Department 

presented workshops to faculty about 

“Understanding Learning Disorders.” 

These workshops were sponsored by the 

Office of Teaching and Learning. Power-

Point presentation will be available soon 

on the Disability Resources web page. 

 

October 22 – DRO was featured in The 

Comment. The article’s title was 

“Overcoming Obstacles.” 

 

October 24, November 7, and November 

14 - Pat and Pam participated in Saturdays 

at Bridgewater with the Admissions Office 

to welcome prospective students to BSC 

and to answer questions of families related 

to disability services. 

 

November 1 - Pam attended the Athletic 

Open House. 

 

November 3 – Pat and Pam were speakers 

in Prof. Oce Harrison’s PSYC350 class, 

Special Topics in Psychology: Disability 

Issues. 

 

November 10 - Pat and Pam attended con-

ference on Veterans with Disabilities at 

UMass Boston sponsored by AHEAD New 

England. 

 

A formal Leadership and Peer Educator 

Training Peer Mentoring Program began 

first during last semester's Leadership and 

Peer Educator Training and continued for 

four Thursday evenings this semester. 

 

Pam continues her work with MTEL con-

tent Advisory Committee. The next meet-

ing is scheduled for February 2010. 

 

  

as having a disability. For contact information, 

please email Gary Lowell at 

glowell@bridgew.edu or stop by the Disability 

Resources Office in the Academic Achievement 

Center. 
 

Highlights from DRO  

 
August 28 and 29 - DRO staff welcomed 

32 new freshmen to our Pre-College 

Workshop. 

 

September 29 - Pat was a guest speaker 

for PSYC150 Orientation to Psychology 

Majors course for Prof. Teresa King. 

 

October 5 - Pam was a guest speaker for 

PSYC150 Orientation to Psychology 

Majors course for Prof. Michelle Mam-

berg.  

 

October 6 -  Pat represented Bridgewater 

State College at the “Transitioning from 

the Cancer  experience to the College 

Campus” at Dana Farber Cancer Institute 

with Bridgewater alumna, 

 Meghan McLaughlin, also attended 

and met with cancer survivors and fami-

lies. 

 

October 19 - Pat and Brandon attended a 

conference on “Expanding Access to 

Computing: Teaching and design for all 

abilities” sponsored by Commonwealth 

Alliance for Information Technology 

Education and Access Computing. 

 

October 22 - Pat and Pam presented on 

Diversity issues at a recent brown bag 

lunch at the request of the Diversity In-

clusion Research Institute (DIRI) and 

Office of Institutional Diversity. The title 

of their presentation was “From the Ivory 

Tower to Level Playing Field.” 

 

 

mailto:glowell@bridgew.edu
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New Federal and State Laws 2009 

 

Americans with Disabilities 

Amendment Act 

•Provides new rules for definition 

of disability 

•Federal regulations are forthcom-

ing. 

 

Disability History Month Massa-

chusetts lawmakers passed a law 

stating that Disability History 

Month will be celebrated every 

October. 

 

Matthew Shepard and James 

Byrd, Jr. Prevention Hate 

Crimes Law 

President Obama signed into law 

on October 28, 2009. This law 

also includes gender, disability, 

and sexual orientation. 

Learning Assistance Hours 

Adaptive Lab, AAC  

Mon, Thurs, Fri 8:00am - 5:00pm 

Tues, Wed 8:00am - 8:00pm 

Adaptive Lab, Moakley  

Mon - Thurs 8:00am - 11:00pm 

Fri 8:00am - 5:00pm 

Sat 9:00am - 4:00pm 

Sun Noon - 9:00pm 

Communication Lab   

Mon  8:00am - 3:15pm 

Tues 3:15pm - 4:30pm 

Wed 8:00am - 3:00pm 
5:15pm - 7:30pm 

The Writing Studio  

Mon.- Thurs. 
Closed  

9:00am - 3:00pm 
3:00pm - 4:00pm 

Tues. & Wed. 9:00am - 8:00pm 

Wed 9:00am - 8:00pm 

Fri 9:00am - 3:00pm 

Math Services  

Mon. 8:00am - 5:00pm 

Tues. & Wed. 8:00am - 8:00pm 

Fri 8:00am - 3:00pm 

Study and Research  

Mon., Wed., Thurs., & Fri. 8:30am - 5:00pm 

Tues. 8:30am - 7:00pm 

Tutoring Central  

Mon.ðThurs. 9:00pm - 5:00pm 

Fri. 9:00am - 4:00pm 

Thurs 1:30am - 2:30pm 

Erika Pinault Memorial  

Scholarship 
This Scholarship is awarded by Handi

-Kids Chapter II of Bridgewater. The 

criteria for this award include evi-

dence of scholarship, good citizen-

ship and success in managing an indi-

vidual disability. 

http://www.bridgew.edu/

studentaffairs/scholarships/

 

LEADERSHIP AND PEER  

EDUCTORS TRAINING PROGRAM 
 

Six students with disabilities partici-

pated in and completed the training 

which focuses on disability laws, self-

advocacy skills, and peer mentoring. 

http://www.bridgew.edu/studentaffairs/scholarships/scholdetail.cfm?myIDNum=55
http://www.bridgew.edu/studentaffairs/scholarships/scholdetail.cfm?myIDNum=55

