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UNIVERSAL DESIGN FOR LEARNING   

Patricia S. Connolly, Coordinator of Disability Resources, Academic Achievement Center
All of us have experienced the benefit of products and environments that take into account the needs of individuals with disabilities, i.e. ramps, automatic doors, closed captioning. This practice called Universal Design evolved from the field of architecture. Now many educators have embraced this approach as applied to instruction, Universal Design for Learning (UDL). The application of UDL enhances learning for individuals with a range of abilities and disabilities, and motivates them to learn. The “universal” in UDL does not mean there is a single ideal solution for everyone. Rather, it calls attention to the need for flexible approaches to teaching and learning that meet the needs of different kinds of learners.

According to Center for Applied Special Technology (CAST), a universally-designed curriculum offers the following: 

· Multiple means of representation – gives learners a variety of ways to acquire information and knowledge  Ex. Placing course notes on the web, tape recording of lectures

· Multiple means of expression -  provides learners with alternatives for demonstrating what they know  Ex. Allowing oral presentations in lieu of writing a paper 

· Multiple means of engagement - uses learners' interests, and challenges them appropriately Ex. Assigning group work where learners must support each other and that places a high value on different skills and roles.
Assistive technology in instruction allows for greater access for diverse learners, but UDL’s principles are not solely focused on the use of technology. These principles also include a focus on daily tasks of planning, instructing and assessing students.  We, members of the National Education Association will note that the NEA’s Higher Education publication, Advocate, in February 2007 (Vol.24, No.3) has dedicated its Thriving in Academe section to the discussion of the use of Universal Design in the classroom.  Alexa Darby, a former disability service provider turned university professor at Elon University, describes strategies for designing learning activities that address the needs of all students.  “When I think about course design and assessment, I find myself thinking about how a variety of students can encode, retrieve, and illustrate the knowledge they have learned. In my classes, I bring the content knowledge, the students bring their experience, and together we create the magical experience of a learning community.”

The professional staff of the Disability Resources Office can be a valuable resource for implementation of UDL.  The following websites provide a broad range of information and strategies to enhance the design and delivery of instruction for diverse college students.

Faculty Ware at University of Connecticut

http://www.facultyware.uconn.edu/home.cfm
Project Pace at University of Arkansas

http://www.ualr.edu/pace/ud/index.htm
Faculty Room at University of Washington

DOIT (Disabilities, Opportunities, Internetworking, Technology)

http://www.washington.edu/doit/Faculty

Alltech at University of Southern Maine

http://www.alltech-tsi.org/universal-design/
Center for Applied Special Technology

http://www.cast.org
THE CHANCE OF A LIFETIME
Jenna Sullivan, Junior, Elementary Education and History

Studying abroad had always been a dream of mine, and in the spring of 2006 I was accepted to study at the National University of Ireland, in Galway. Galway is located on the West Coast of Ireland in a friendly, small city by the bay. In Ireland I lived in an apartment with two other girls from the United States. The apartment was close to the ocean and a short walk to the city. Living in my apartment was great because I was in a residential neighborhood which allowed me to get to know some locals.

Everything from clothing styles, food, language expressions, and culture was surprisingly different in some ways. From traditional Irish music, to seeing castles and sheep scattered throughout the countryside, Ireland offered a chance to really indulge myself in a culture charmingly different than the United States.
Attending college in Ireland was very different from classes here at Bridgewater. In Ireland the University classes are mostly huge lecture halls with more than 200 students. It is very independent setting, and you must rely on yourself to keep up with the courses because your grade may depend on one test you take at the end of the semester! 
The biggest bonus about being in Ireland was being able to travel very easily to other European countries. I was fortunate enough to travel to Northern Ireland, Italy, England, and Scotland. Ireland is very close to most European countries and traveling is inexpensive and quick. As well as traveling around Europe, I traveled the whole country of Ireland. I saw many castles and historical ruins dating back centuries. 
My favorite memory about studying in Ireland is the people. From day to day encounters with the Irish, I learned to love them and their way of life. Many Irish people I talked to were so eager to learn about Boston and almost all of them had connections to relatives in Massachusetts. Everyone was very friendly to me and had the “gift of gab.” It is due to the Irish people that I love Ireland so much. I have traveled back to Ireland twice since studying there and will never forget my time spent studying there. 
Studying abroad has been a life changing experience. Through studying abroad I have gained so much confidence and recommend it to anyone because it is a chance of a lifetime. 
HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE DISABILITY RESOURCES OFFICE
Open House for Prospective Students 

Students who have been accepted to Bridgewater State College are invited to attend an Open House on Thursday, April 19, 2007 from 1-3 pm in the Heritage Room in the Maxwell Library. Students will hear from Disability Resources Staff and support services. A Panel of current students will also be available to speak with and give tours. If you have any questions, please call Pam Spillane 508-531-2304/TTY 508-531-6113.
PCW 2007 

Pre-College Workshop is a two-day program for new students with disabilities.  Activities include three workshops, informational tours, a family workshop, a welcome lunch and other exciting activities for new students.  PCW gives new students with disabilities an opportunity to talk about what BSC offers with upper-class students with disabilities.  Students will work in small groups and will have a lot of time to ask questions, to discuss concerns about policies and procedures, and to learn how to negotiate accommodations.  

If you know of any new students with disabilities planning to attend Bridgewater State College in the fall, please make them aware and encourage them to participate in this opportunity.  The program will run August 31 and September 1. If you have any questions, please call Pam Spillane 508-531-2304/TTY 508-531-6113.
HATS OFF
Freshman’s Academic Excellence
Susan Bedrossian
Nikolas Krangioze

Gary Lowell

Shannon Manning
Chad Ouellette
Erin O’Malley
Katherine Sweeney     Jason Williams
A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops.  
~Henry Brooks
LEADERSHIP AND PEER EDUCTORS TRAINING PROGRAM
Disability Resources Office at Bridgewater State College will be sponsoring another Leadership and Peer Educator Training this spring. Ten to fifteen students will be participating in the training on Thursday, March 29 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. and on Saturday, March 31 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Training will focus on topics including disabilities and accommodation, laws, self-advocacy skills, and peer mentoring.  Participants must attend all sessions. Food will be provided. If you are interested, please stop by the Disability Resources Office to fill out an application. Since the program has a limited enrollment, it is first come, first serve. There will be another training session in the fall.

THE WASHINGTON CENTER FOR INTERNSHIPS AND ACADMIC SEMINARS
“The Washington Center for Internships and Academic Seminars is an independent, nonprofit organization serving hundreds of colleges and universities in the United States and other countries by providing selected students challenging opportunities to work and learn in Washington, D.C. for academic credit.  The largest such program, with more than 60 full-time staff, The Washington Center has over 35,000 alumni, leaders in numerous professions and nations around the world” (www.twc.edu). 
“Live and work in Washington DC while earning college credit. Scholarships are available”(www.twc.edu. There are deadlines to follow.

Scholarships are available for students with disabilities who are majoring in Arts and Humanities; Business and Economics; Communications; Politics; Educations Health, Science, and Environment; International Affairs; and Legal Affairs/Criminal Justice.

Career Services and Disability Resources Office have more information or contact The Washington Center directly at info@twc.edu or 1-800-486-8921.
CALENDAR OF IMPORTANT DATES
March
6
End of Third Quarter

7
Beginning of fourth Quarter
 

12       
Spring Break Begins

23
Spring Break Ends


 Evening classes will not be held

26
Classes resume

April

1
Begin meeting with your faculty advisor to 


Plan for Fall Registration

16
Patriot’s Day – No Classes

17
Registration for Senior and Students in the 


Honors Program

18 
Registration for juniors
19
Registration for sophomores
20
Registration for First Year Students
May

3
Thursday eveing class final exam

7       
Spring Semester day classes end

8
Reading Day (Day classes only) 


Tuesday evening Class Final Exam

9
Spring Semester day final exams begin


Wednesday Evening Class Final Exam

14
Monday evening class final exam

15
Spring Semester day final exams End

19
Spring Commencement

GET CONNECTED WITH CAREER SERVICES
http://www.bridgew.edu/CareerServices/
Choosing a Major

http://www.bridgew.edu/CareerServices/ChoosingAMajor_files/frame.htm
What Can I Do with This Major/Degree?

http://www.bridgew.edu/CareerServices/Majors/majors.html
For Upcoming Career Services workshops and events

http://www.bridgew.edu/CareerServices/upcoming.cfm
THINK AHEAD

Do you know how to calculate your GPA? If not, a peer advisor in the Academic Achievement Center (AAC) can help.

If your grades aren’t where you would like them, talk with your faculty member, your advisor, and make an appointment to work with a tutor in the Learning Assistance area of the AAC.

 If you and your professors discussed taking your finals in the DRO, please pass in the Pink Forms a week before the exam.
LEARNING ASSISTANCE
Adaptive Lab, Academic Achievement Center

Monday - Friday  
 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Adaptive Lab, Moakley

Monday - Thursday 
 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m. 

Friday


  8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Communication Lab, AAC

Monday


 10:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.





   2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday

   1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.





   5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday

   8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.


                2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.





   5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.




Thursday
   
 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Friday


  8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Math Services, AAC

Monday


   8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
 

Tuesday

   8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday
  
   8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Thursday

   8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
 

Friday


 12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Study and Research, AAC
Monday
 

   8:00 a.m.  - 5:00 p.m.


Tuesday

    8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday

    8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Thursday
                 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Friday


    8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Writing Studio, AAC

Monday
             
       9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.



       

                                                         3:15. p.m.  - 4:05 p.m.
Tuesday & Wednesday
       9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
 

Thursday
   
       9:00 a.m.  -5:00 p.m.
Friday


         9:00 a.m.  -3:00 p.m.
Tutoring Central, AAC

Monday
 

      8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday

      8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday

      8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Thursday
                   9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Friday


      9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

COMMUNICATION LAB
Susan Miskelly, Associate Professor, Communication Studies
The Communication Lab at Bridgewater State College is dedicated to helping students become more skilled and confident speakers.  Students are assisted in the preparation, practice, taping and review of oral presentations.  The Communication Lab provides cooperative learning with peer tutors to coach students in a supportive environment.  Tutors focus on the nature of the assignment, the concerns of the student, and the focus of the speech.  Peer tutors assist with all stages of oral assignments including topic choice, research, outlining, and rehearsal of the presentation. Telephone: (508) 531-2225
