
bles had the HOBA receivers as well as their families.  I was 

surprised to talk to a HOBA receiver who was in her late thir-

ties.  This woman worked full -time and went to school, as well 

as raising her 16 year old daughter.  I admired her and now 

knew that anyone can achieve this prestigious award if they 

worked hard.  This award is not just a picture frame with a 

sheet of paper inside, but something that stands for hard work 

and dedication.  It was a pleasure to be part of something 

great.  
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The 2010 HOBA celebration was a very unique 

experience for me.  When I first learned of 

HOBA in the beginning of the fall semester, I 

had no idea what it was.  So, I asked Keileen 

and she told me that it was an award given 

to students of color from across the 9 Massa-

chusetts state colleges, who are about to 

graduate.  But that was not all the require-

ments. Anyone could graduate from Bridge-

water with a 2.0 GPA, but these students 

maintained a 3.0 or above GPA and got in-

volved.  I was inspired by this and one day Ms. 

Garr -Barnes asked me if I would like to help 

out during the award ceremony.  I said yes 

and was grateful to be chosen.  

 

It was finally the day of the ceremony.  Ms. 

Garr -Barnes informed me that I should dress 

proper.  So on the day of, I threw on my best 

and headed down to ECC.  When I arrived 

my mouth dropped because I had never 

seen ECC look so fancy.  The tables were all 

fancied up, artwork all over the place and 

music playing.  This is when I figured that I was 

part of something big.   

 

The Mistress of Ceremonies, which was Shiba 

Russell from the Channel 5 News, began to 

talk and the ceremony started.  I took my seat 

and the HOBA Commissioners began to 

speak, as well as some school officials.  They 

expressed the importance of the ceremony 

and why these individuals were receiving the 

award.  The key to receiving HOBA was to 

maintain a 3.0 GPA as well as being involved 

on campus.   

 

As I was listening to them speak, I introduced 

myself to the table because most of the ta-
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CMA IS NOW LOOKING FOR L.I.N.K.S. MENTORS!  
Contact the CMA office at 508 -531-6166 or khopps@bridgew.edu 
to find out how to become a mentor for an incoming freshman!  
Donõt waste time - you can change someoneõs life next year! 



Scholars made when we walked in with our 

purple Sister Scholars shirts!  

We manned our post by the doors and bath-

rooms for a while, but pretty soon we were 

on the dance floor trying keep 

up with the young ones!  

 

What was the 

best part of that 

night? Was it 

when we started 

a dance battle with some chil-

dren and cheered Monica on 

as she breakdanced, or was it watching Ei-

leen dance with her ñbooò, maybe it was the 

little girl who once I got to let loose and 

dance wouldnôt leave my side all night!  

Community Service is just one of the five 

diamonds of Sister Scholars, which also 

include the following; sisterhood, support, 

respect, and education. As young women, 

we aim to maintain these diamonds not 

only within our group but individually as 

well.  

 

In February, 15 Sister Schol-

ars (and our honorary brother 

Dinach) served as volunteer 

chaperones for the Baker Ele-

mentary School dance, along 

with the ladies of Delta Sigma Theta. The 

dance was held in the gym and we immedi-

ately knew  the Deltas because they all had 

on red, so imagine the entrance Sister 

And we canôt forget about our honorary 

ñLittle Sisterò Jazarah! This girl was 

only 3 years old but could she move! 

She even found her way into some of 

our group pictures, and 

Jazzy-boo loved us so 

much that when it was 

time for her to go she 

started crying.  

 

I had fun that night and I 

know the other girls (and Dinach) feel 

the same way, so look out for more 

community service because Sister 

Scholars are doing big things, one dia-

mond at a time. 

The African-American Societyôs Annual  

Black History Month Celebration 

By: Tisha Hughes ó11 

On February 17, 2010, the Afro-Am 

Society held their Annual Black His-

tory Month Celebration in the Dunn 

Conference suite.  The event had an 

amazing turnout of students, staff, and 

other invited guests of more than 82 

persons recoded in 

attendance.   

 

Also in attendance 

were the Afro-Am 

Club from  

Taunton High 

School, who came 

to support us and 

begin a partnership 

with the BSC Afro-Am club. 

 

The program included an outstanding 

speech by Ms, Diane Bell, Director of 

the Community Service Center, a 

dance performance by Refined Move-

ment, a tremendous documentary by 

Noube Rateau about how sport legends 

may have help to pave the way that 

persons such as Dr. King, Malcolm X 

and others began for minorities to take 

leadership roles, like President Obama.   

 

A very powerful spoken word piece was 

given by Joshua Mejia and Crystal Ta-

vares graced us with a very 

beautiful song. 

 

The entire world was im-

pacted by the devastation in 

Haiti in one way or another, 

so the club thought that a 

moment for Haiti, similar to 

a moment of silence, was 

appropriate, so the video 

ñAre You Listeningò by Kirk Franklyn 

was shown. 

 
The food and drinks were catered by Flames 

Restaurant in Boston and feedback from 

those who were present was that the food was 

ñgreatò!  

 

We had rice and peas, yellow vegeta-

ble rice, fried plantains, oxtail, jerk 

chicken, barbeque ribs, corn bread, 

and patties. 

 

Overall, the event was very success-

ful and a very relaxed  

program.  Thanks to all who came 

and made it a great celebration! 

Do not follow where the path may lead. Go instead where there is no path and leave a trail. -Harold R. McAlindon  
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