The approaching end of Ramadan is observed at Bridgewater State College
      More than 100 students, faculty and members of the area community attended a program on Thursday evening, September 10, in the Campus Center Ballroom to observe the approaching end of Ramadan, the month during which – from sunrise to sunset -- participating Muslims around the world do not eat, drink, smoke or indulge in anything that is considered in excess or ill-natured.
      “Ramadan is a time for the more-than one billion Muslims to reflect spiritually on their lives, and particularly on their actions and behaviors, to see how they can be better people themselves and help others do the same,” said Dr. Jabbar Al-Obaidi, professor and chair of the Department of Communication Studies and coordinator of the college’s Middle East Studies Program, who served as host for the occasion.
      “At Bridgewater, I am proud to say that we are a college and a community interested in promoting cultural understanding and appreciation of all religions, so at this event this evening we have among us those of the Jewish faith, the Christian faith and Asian faiths, and speakers who represent not only the Muslim religion but other major religions as well,” he said.
     In addition to Dr. Al-Obaidi, greetings were offered by Ms. Andrea Garr-Barnes, director of the college’s Center for Multicultural Affairs; Mr. Augusto Goncalves, a BSC student who is president of MECCA, the Middle Eastern Cultural Connections Association; and Dr. William Lewis, Sr., 
director of the college’s Office of Institutional Diversity.
        “Ramadan gives us so much opportunity to learn about another culture,” said Ms. Garr-Barnes. “I recall our first Ramadan celebration here several years, when we met in a much smaller space with many fewer people. The gathering here this evening shows us how far we’ve come. It is indeed a cause for celebration.”
     The next speaker, Mr. Goncalves, described MECCA as “an organization whose members share a collective interest in learning and educating others about the Middle East at the college. I’ve been to Jordan twice through BSC’s study-tour program and I loved the experience. With the help of Dr. Al-Obaidi, who is the advisor to MECCA, we look to increase cultural awareness and promote understanding within the Bridgewater community, especially as it pertains to the culture and practices of the Middle East. I look forward to tonight’s program both as an educational event and a chance to meet others interested in the Middle East.”
     Dr. Lewis, in his greeting, said, “This gathering articulates for me what diversity represents because the term ‘diversity’ is one of those concepts that can get lost in politics. But we really use the word to describe how we connect as individuals and how we can learn from others. That’s the core of diversity, and that’s the purpose for this evening’s Ramadan celebration.”
     The featured speaker for the event was Dr. Deborah Litvin, an assistant professor of management at Merrimack College and coordinator of international business programs, who has been a visiting lecturer at Bridgewater as well as at other colleges and universities in the region. Dr. Al-Obaidi described her as “a real sister to me” and “someone who has worked very hard to move this campus forward.”
      In her remarks Dr. Litvin said “We are so much alike in so many ways that I will reserve my right to be different from any one of you in the ways that are important to me. And sometimes, the ‘feel happy, let’s live, let’s grow, let’s everybody be friendly’ part that surrounds the issue of diversity can turn a blind eye to some facts, such as that people want to be different from one another in certain ways.”
     In her previous faculty position, Dr. Litvin was a professor at a Catholic school, and she said, “It never had occurred to me, that I, as a Jewish person, would be teaching at a Catholic school. I had never actually spoken to a priest. I wasn’t sure how I’d feel about teaching in a place with so many crosses. As time went by, however, I realized I could talk to the priests there just like I could talk to anybody else – like they were real people, which was a revelation to me. I had been studying diversity and differences and similarities for most of my life, but when I talked to my first priest, I found that he was a real person. My point in telling you this is that none of us is ever ‘there,’ a place where we don’t have expectations and assumptions of others. But it’s not a bad thing because it means we can be open, that there’s always more to learn, that there are always more assumptions to destroy and more stereotypes to go out and eliminate. As a result, for all of us there are -- always -- ways for us to grow and to try to heal the world.”
      Following Dr. Litivin’s remarks, Mr. Ashraf Mohammed.Alkhresheh, an international student from Jordan who is a BSC computer science major, led a group of Muslim students and faculty in a prayer observance.

      Mr. Alkhresheh was part of a group of students from Jordan who assisted Dr. Al-Obaidi in planning the evening’s program. 
    The program also featured a musical performance featuring a group led by Dr. Salil Sachdev, chairperson of the Department of Music. – David K. Wilson, ’71, Office of Institutional Communications
